
DEVELOP GOOD OBSERVATION HABITSTHE ADVENTURE OF THE OPEN ROAD

PLOTTING A COURSE ON UNFAMILIAR ROADWAYS
More than 6 million commercial vehicles pass through Utah’s ports of entry every year bringing drivers from 

all parts of the U.S. Likewise, Utah commercial vehicle drivers are frequently traveling through numerous other 

states. This exciting profession allows drivers to see the country and get paid for it—and it comes with a variety of 

experiences and frustrations. Following are some tips on navigating unfamiliar cities and routes:

REVIEW MAPS AND PLAN YOUR ROUTE

BEFORE DRIVING

Be sure to plan your driving route before getting 

behind the wheel so you can keep your schedule and 

prevent distractions that may occur while trying to 

read a map or directions. You may use electronic 

devices, such as a navigation system, to aid you 

when you are unfamiliar with the roadway. However, 

remember to use technology appropriately (pull safely 

to the side of the roadway or stop and take a break), 

otherwise it can be a source of distraction.

CHECK FOR CONSTRUCTION AND 

TRAFFIC UPDATES 

Either you or your dispatcher should check for 

weather, construction and traffi c updates, and any 

road closures or restrictions you might encounter and 

can possibly avoid. For example, Utah’s CommuterLink 

Website: commuterlink.utah.gov.

DON’T SUDDENLY CHANGE YOUR

DIRECTION OF TRAVEL

If you miss a turn or an exit, pass the turn and fi nd a 

safe way to change direction. Do not take shortcuts. 

Trying to suddenly correct a missed turn or exit may 

result in you performing an illegal or unsafe maneuver, 

which may threaten your safety and the safety of the 

vehicles around you. 

SIGNAL YOUR INTENTIONS

Use turn signals fi rst to indicate your intent to 

change lanes, next visually scan for adjacent traffi c 

and road hazards, and then execute a safe lane 

change. By signaling your intentions well in advance, 

you will be in a safer position to communicate with 

the surrounding drivers and you will be able to safely 

execute the desired driving maneuver.
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