
DEVELOP GOOD OBSERVATION HABITSTHE COST OF A CRASH

COLLISIONS INVOLVING TRUCKS ARE FAR MORE
DEADLY AND COSTLY
Although professional truck drivers are involved in fewer collisions than other motorists, collisions involving trucks 

are far more deadly and costly. In 2005 the average cost per crash incident was $91,112. Also, as expected, fatal 

crashes were the most expensive, estimated at $3.6 million per crash.

Consider the following costs and they start to add up for a trucking company or owner-operator:

DIRECT COSTS
 Workers’ compensation benefi ts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Healthcare costs for off-duty injuries   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Increases in medical insurance premiums  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Auto insurance and liability claims and settlements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Physical and vocational rehabilitation costs .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Life insurance and survivor benefi ts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Group health insurance dependent coverage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Property damage (equipment, products, etc.)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Motor vehicle repair and replacement  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 

   TOTAL $                                 

INDIRECT COSTS 
 Supervisor‘s time (rescheduling, making special arrangements)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Fleet manager‘s time to coordinate vehicle repair, replacement, etc.   .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Reassignment of personnel to cover for missing employees (less effi ciency)   .  . $                                 
 Overtime pay (to cover work of missing employees)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Employee replacement   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Reentry and retraining of injured employees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Administrative costs (documentation of injuries, treatment,
 absences; crash investigation)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Inspection costs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 
 Failure to meet customer requirements resulting in loss of business .  .  .  .  .  .  . $                                 

   TOTAL $                                 

UTAH 2007 CRASH FACTS

39 fatalities in crashes involving large trucks

1 fatality in crashes involving buses 

456 large trucks and 68 buses involved in non-fatal crashes 

167 large trucks and 25 buses involved in injury crashes 

260 injuries in crashes involving large trucks 

29 injuries in crashes involving buses 

289 large trucks and 43 buses involved in towaway crashes

Sources: FMCSA; Ted Miller, Eduard Zaloshnja, Rebecca Spicer, Revised Cost of Large Truck and Bus Involved Crashes (2006), adjusted to 2005 dollars.


